


[bookmark: _Hlk110424989]Rural Infrastructure Improvement Fund 
Temporary Worker Grant Application

Issued by
The Office of Broadband Development


· Prepare your grant application
· Read this entire application document carefully
· Gather all documentation required
· Follow the format templates to complete the project cover sheet and application body

· Submit your grant application
· Submit the complete application package at any time.
· By electronic submission to broadband@ky.gov or
· Applications may be delivered by mail or courier service to the below attention:

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
OFFICE OF BROADBAND DEVELOPMENT
100 AIRPORT ROAD, THIRD FLOOR
FRANKFORT KY 40601

Attn:  Robert Aldridge
Temporary Pole Permitting Program


· Confirm receipt of your application

· Email broadband@ky.gov to confirm each application package was received.
36

[bookmark: _Toc111991638]1.0	PROGRAM INFORMATION & DEFINITIONS

[bookmark: _Toc111991639]Introduction & Availability 
The 2024 General Assembly allocated $6 million to offset the cost to pole owners of hiring temporary workers to manage the volume of pole permits related to broadband deployment projects. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc111991641]Eligible Applicant
An eligible applicant for this program is any utility pole owner that has incurred costs related to hiring temporary workers, either as direct employees or through a contractual agreement, to manage the volume of pole permits received by that pole owner for broadband deployment.

[bookmark: _Toc111991646]Eligible Costs 
Eligible costs mean the actual and reasonable costs paid or incurred by the pole owner to hire and employ temporary workers to process pole permits related to broadband deployment.

[bookmark: _Toc111991647][bookmark: _Hlk110258434]Ineligible Pole Replacement Costs
Ineligible costs include:
· Costs for which the party incurring or paying the costs separately has received or is entitled to receive reimbursement under the terms of a state or federal grant program for the deployment of broadband facilities.
· Costs paid or incurred by the pole owner for regular, permanent employees performing the activities covered by this program as a normal job requirement. 
[bookmark: _Toc111991650][bookmark: _Toc110332636]
Pole Owner
[bookmark: _Toc111991651]Pole owner means any person or entity that owns or controls a utility pole.

[bookmark: _Toc111991652]Utility Pole
[bookmark: _Toc111991653]Utility pole means any pole used, in whole or in part, for any wire communications or electric distribution, regardless of the owner or operator of the pole.

[bookmark: _Toc111991656]Completed Application
A completed application must provide all required information. An application is complete only after any further clarifying information that is requested by the Office of Broadband Development is received and deemed satisfactory. Applications include completion of a Grant Agreement.

Award Amount
The Rural Infrastructure Improvement Fund Grant Program can reimburse the actual and reasonable costs incurred by the pole owner for eligible expenses, until funds are exhausted.   

[bookmark: _Toc111991657]Timing of Eligible Costs Incurred
Eligible costs to be included in a grant application are those that are incurred on or after July 1, 2024, the effective date of the availability of this funding from the Rural Infrastructure Improvement Fund. 

2.0 [bookmark: _Toc111991659]GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION


[bookmark: _Toc111991660]Grant Application Organizational Format


· Grant Application Cover Sheet

· Part I – Key Project Data

· Part II – Application Funding Request 

· Part III – Payment Information Instructions

· Part IV – Grant Assistance Agreement

· Part V – Application Attachments



[bookmark: _Toc111991661]Grant Application Cover Sheet 

Items to be included on the grant application cover sheet are important grant application information that are extracted from other portions of the application. 
· Applicant’s Legal Name: 
[bookmark: _Hlk110419074]
· Applicant’s Primary Contact: 
-Mailing Address, and Location Address if different from Mailing Address, Telephone Number, Email Address

· Vendor Registration Number with the Commonwealth of Kentucky. To receive a grant award an applicant must have a Vendor Number obtained online through the Kentucky Finance and Administration Cabinet. This Vendor Number is required for the Grantee to receive payments.
· Vendor Registration Guide
· Link to the Vendor Self Service Site

· Geographic Area Covered by this Request: [brief description of the project area]


· Grant Request Amount: 
$	[round to nearest dollar]



[bookmark: _Toc111991663]Part I – Key Project Data

In the table below, list each temporary job classification, hours worked, hourly wage/rate, and total request for each classification.

	Job Classification
	Number of Temporary Workers Hired
	Hours Worked by Temporary Workers
	Hourly Rate

	Total Request (Amt. Paid)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc111991664]Part II – Application Funding Request 

Please describe the volume of permit requests that have necessitated the hiring of temporary workers. What percent increase does this represent? How many permit requests are pending? How will this funding provide assist in resolving this issue? 

[bookmark: _Toc111991665]Part III – Payment Information Instructions

Grant Award Disbursement 
Grant fund disbursement will be available within 60 days of receipt of a completed application. 

[bookmark: _Toc111991666]Part IV –Grant Assistance Agreement
The Office of Broadband Development shall make grant awards through a Grant Assistance Agreement with the applicant. The applicant must agree to comply with any requirements that the Office of Broadband Development determines to be necessary conditions on funding used in connection with the Kentucky’s Rural Infrastructure Improvement Fund Grant Program. 
These include, but not limited to:
Agree to refund, with interest at the applicable federal funds rate as specified by KRS 355.4A-506, to the fund, any reimbursements or portions of reimbursements received from the Kentucky’s Rural Infrastructure Improvement Fund under this subsection, if the Office of Broadband Development finds, upon substantial evidence and after notice and opportunity to respond, that the recipient materially violated any of the requirements agreed to under this section.
Agree that no funds awarded by the program will be used to meet any cash match requirement under any other broadband program administered by the Commonwealth or one of its subdivisions.
Agree to not include in any rates or fees charged for its services any eligible pole replacement costs that were reimbursed by the program, paid for by a broadband provider, or funded by another grant source.

Part V:  APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS

ATTACHMENT A -   Supporting documentation of payroll expenditures:

Submit supporting documentation of eligible expenditures with the application.  Please include such items as payroll reports to document the job classifications, hours worked, number of employees, etc.  Documentation also needs to include proof of payroll payments made in the form of payroll reports, copies of invoices/contractor billing, proof of payment includes copies of cancelled checks or confirmed wire transfers, etc. that provides verification of the amounts paid toward the hiring and use of temporary employees for the purpose of processing pole permits.

ATTACHMENT B -   Certifications:

B.1. 	Provide a statement outlining that the costs for which reimbursement is requested have not been reimbursed through any other state or federal broadband grant program. If the applicant is a recipient of funding from another program, the statement shall include an explanation of how the costs for which reimbursement is requested exceed the pole replacement costs on which the original award was predicated or that were reasonably anticipated at the time of the original award. 

B.2.	Provide a notarized statement from an officer or agent of the applicant that the contents of the application are true and accurate, and that the applicant accepts the requirements of this section and any promulgated administrative regulations as a condition of receiving an award of program reimbursement. 


